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Game Instructions
Purpose
Managing money means making choices. There is never enough money available for all of the things we’d like
to have or do. This game will help you decide what is most important to you.

How to Play
This game may be played individually, but optimum results come from playing in a group of 2 or more.
Divide participants into groups of at least 2 and not more than 5. Each individual/group receives 20 beans
and a set of spending category sheets. The individual/group must decide how to spend their “income” based
on life circumstances, values and goals. Each item has a set number of squares which indicates how many
beans are needed to “pay” for that item.
ROUND #1
First, each individual/group must select one item
in each of the categories with the gold stars (Food,
Housing, Furnishings, Transportation, Insurance
and Clothing & Laundry). Once you have finished
selecting items in the required categories,
continue selecting items until you have used up
your 20 bean income.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Why did you choose the items you did? In
what ways were you influenced by your values?
Your goals? Your previous experiences?
Compare what you spent your beans on with
another individual/group.
Resources:
Parker, L. (n..d.). The Bean Game. Washington State University Extension, Family
Resource Management Specialist.
Office of State Treasurer John Perdue. (n.d.). The Budget Game: Living on a 20
Square Salary. Financial Education Programs, Charleston, WV.
Retrieved October 26, 2008 from http://www.wvtreasury.com.

ROUND #2
Your income has just been cut to 13 beans. What
will you give up? What changes will you make?
Make changes until you only have 13 beans on
your spending sheets.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What kinds of items did you choose to
give up? Why? What did you learn about
yourself and money in this process? Compare
your budget-cutting choices with another
individual/group.
OTHER CHOICES you may have to make…
1) Someone in the family just broke their leg. If
you have insurance, you don’t need to do
anything. If you don’t, take off 3 beans.
2) Your mom or dad just got a 2 bean raise!
Decide where it should be spent.
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